
The Byzantine Empire was the primarily Greek-speaking eastern Roman Empire of the Middle 

Ages, revolved approximately within the capital of Constantinople, and lined by emperors in 

undeviating progression to the ancient Roman emperors. It was known as the Roman Empire as well 

as Romania by its residents and neighbors. As the peculiarity between "Roman Empire" and 

"Byzantine Empire" is basically a contemporary principle, it is not feasible to allocate a date of 

partition, but an important point is Emperor Constantine I's relocation in 324 of the capital to 

Byzantium on the Bosphorus from Nicomedia (in Anatolia), that became Constantinople, and 

instead known as "Rome”. In recent historical atlases, the Empire is typically referred to as the 

Eastern Roman Empire in maps illustrating the territory all through the period 395 to 610, following 

the new sovereign Heraclius distorted the certified language from Latin to Greek (by now the 

language recognized by the immense majority of the inhabitants); in maps portraying the Empire 

after 610, the term Byzantine Empire frequently appears. Chadwick reveals that the Byzantium 

Kingdom was located at the opening of the Black Sea. 

The locality selected proved to be tremendously beneficial for reasons of trade as it was accessible 

by water from both the Mediterranean and Black Seas and by land from both Europe and Asia 

Minor. The site was also approving for security in that there was only a restricted landward border 

and, if Byzantium were to come under assault, it could anticipate for relief from the seas. In 293, 

Diocletian formed a new governmental arrangement (the tetrarchy). He linked himself with a co-

emperor, or Augustus. Each Augustus was then to assume a young associate, or Caesar, to 

contribute in the regulation and in due course to succeed the superior collaborator. After the 

renunciation of Diocletian and Maximian, nevertheless, the tetrarchy buckled, and Constantine I 

reinstated it with the dynastic law of hereditary sequence (120). 

Constantine moved the chair of the Empire, and introduced significant changes into its civil and 

spiritual constitution. By 330, he had founded Constantinople as a subsequent Rome on the position 

of Byzantium, which was well-positioned straddling the trade routes connecting East and West. 

Byzantium had been gifted with churches, universities, bath-houses, circuses, decree courts, and 

numerous facilities of art by Constantine. Byzantium was named Constantinople by the Roman 

monarch Constantine 1, and made into an administrative city for the eastern part of the empire. The 

ready defensibility of Byzantium, and the innate upgrading in infrastructure that would trail from a 

repositioning of the Imperial capital, resulted in Byzantium being intentionally much extensive 

between 324 AD and 330 AD by order of Constantine with the intention of providing services as the 

innovative capital of the Empire. 

According to Chadwick, Constantine erected upon the administrative reorganization launched by 

Diocletian. He alleviated the coinage - the gold solidus- that he established turned out to be an 

exceedingly cherished and established legal tender- and made changes to the configuration of the 

Territorial Army. Under Constantine, the Empire had improved much of its military potency and 

enjoyed an episode of steadiness and affluence. Eusebius of Caesarea accounts that, as was habitual 

among Christian converts at the time, whereby Constantine postponed getting baptism in 

anticipation of the moment shortly prior to his death, which was ordinary at this time moving on 

until A.D 400, to reschedule baptism to the end of one's life. Beneath Constantine, Christianity was 

not a limited religion of the state, but rather enjoyed royally inclination; given that the Emperor was 

in support it of it with charitable privileges. In addition, Constantine set up the code that emperors 

are not supposed to reconcile questions of set of guidelines, but should send for general 

ecclesiastical councils for that rationale. The Synod of Arles was summoned by Constantine, while 

the First Council of Nicaea exposed his declaration to be leader of the Church (122). 



In addition, Rudd outlines that the state of the Empire in 395 could only have been illustrated in 

terms of the result of Constantine's work. The dynastic principle was instituted so determinedly to 

the extent that even the emperor who died in that year, Theodosius I, may possibly bestow the 

imperial office in support to his sons: Honorius in the West and Arcadias in the East. Theodosius 

was the previous emperor to decree over the complete scope of the empire in both its halves. In 

addition, the Eastern Empire was predominantly out of danger for the hard times visage by the West 

in both the third as well as the fourth centuries, owing in part to a further recognized urban culture in 

addition to superior financial resources, which permitted it to mollify invaders with compliment and 

recompense foreign mercenaries (Rudd, ¶4-7). 

Theodosius II in advance prepared the walls of Constantinople, leaving the city impermeable to the 

majority assault; the walls were not contravened until 1204. To drive of the Huns of Attila, 

Theodosius gave them subsidies (purportedly 300 kg of gold). Furthermore, he had preference and 

favored merchants living in Constantinople and who were in business with the Huns as well as other 

foreign groups. 

As outlined by Vasilief, Following the death of Constantius on 25 July 305 at York, the soldiers 

declared his son Constantine as ruler. The Watchtower claimed that Constantine, similar to his 

father, believed in the Unconquered Sun in 325 AD during the Nicean council. His understanding of 

Christian principles was not at all very comprehensible, but he was in no doubt that conquest in 

battle lay in the souvenir of the God of the Christians as there was also Christian pressure in his 

family. The truth, nonetheless, is that Constantine gave up on paganism in 311-12 AD! In reality 

Chadwick explicitly explains that Constantine worshipped the Sun in 306 AD as a non believer 

(Vasilief ¶1-4). 

He was an indisputable Christian! He abolishes paganism, setting the course of the rest of his 

Christian life! Unquestionably, Constantine’s conviction grew reminiscent of a mustard seed! He 

undoubtedly was not a pagan sun worshipper in Nicea, but certainly a completely committed, 

spiritually minded man. In actual fact, he is believed to have challenged Chadwick’s view of his 

“military aggravated renovation". Chadwick indicates the apparent, that Constantine's faith grew 

with time as demonstrated in words and actions mutually, without a doubt a true and genuine 

Christian. His demolition of paganism and idolatry reflects the same spirit as that of many of the 

righteous kings of the Old Testament in the Holy Bible (Chadwick 125). 

Even if Constantine's coins extended persistence of been imprinted with the figurative 

demonstration of the Sun, his inscription from 313 beyond leave no qualm that he regarded himself 

as a Christian whose majestic contractual obligation was to maintain an amalgamated Church. He 

favored Christianity in the midst of the countless religions of his subjects, but did not make it the 

authorized or recognized religion of the domain. Constantine upturned the persecutions of his 

precursor, Diocletian, and issued the Edict of Milan in 313, which proclaimed religious tolerance of 

Christians all through the territory. Moreover, he fought productively in opposition to his enemies 

like the Sarmatians for the period of his sovereignty – constantly resettling parts of Dacia which had 

been deserted during the earlier century. Additionally, he changed the prehistoric Greek city state of 

Byzantium into a new regal residence, Constantinople, which would be the capital of the Eastern 

Roman Empire for more than a millennium. As the ruler who empowered Christianity during the 

Roman Empire and moved the capital to the banks of the Bosporus, Constantine was a ruler of 

major historical magnitude, but he has for eternity been a contentious figure. The fluctuations in 

Constantine's status mirror the temperament of the prehistoric sources for his supremacy. These are 



plentiful and comprehensive, but have been strongly predisposed by the certified misinformation of 

the era and are regularly prejudiced (Chadwick 127). 

According to Geoffrey and Jean, There are no existing histories or biographies dealing with 

Constantine's living and decree. Constantine decreed a ceremonial stop to maltreatment, and 

returned to Christians all they had lost in the persecutions. The sovereignty of Constantine 

recognized an instance for the situation of the royal leader as bearing some authority within the 

religious deliberations going on within the Catholic Church of that time-Arianism. Constantine 

himself detested the risks to communal steadiness, which religious disputes and controversies that 

come along with them, preferring where probable to institute a convention. The emperor assumed it 

as his obligation to guarantee that God was appropriately worshipped in his kingdom, and what 

accurate worship consisted of was for the Church to decide (45). 

 


